
ARTSSCI 4MN1 / Law & Robotics 2021-22 (29-30 Jan. 2022) 
Instructor: Ana Qarri, B.Arts Sc. (Hons), JD/BCL ’21 (Candidate, McGill University) 

 

PART I: Course Description 

This module explores key issues in the emerging area of robotics law. Students will 

engage with legislation, case law, and international legal instruments to understand the 

legal approach to robotics regulation. This is an opportunity for Arts & Science students 

to engage with the unique challenges that emerging technologies present to legal 

regulation. The module will be divided into four parts (outlined in Part III, below). 

 

PART II: Course Objectives 

This course provides opportunities for students to: 

 

1) Understand how our legal system “sees” robots, what they are, and how they are 

used; 

2) Articulate the risks that robot integration poses to particular groups, and to our 

society; 

3) Analyze the legal implications of adopting a specific technology in a specific social 

context.  

 

PART III: Course Structure  

*Each session is 2 hours in length. Sessions 1-2 on 29 Jan. 2022 and Session 3-4 on 30 Jan. 2022 

 

Session 1: Defining Robots as Legal Entities 

• This introductory class explores a critical question in the study of robotics law: 

what is a robot? Readings will cover topics of robots as legal persons, robots as 

animals, robots as tools, robots as autonomous things. The class will also provide 

a brief introduction to the definition of artificial intelligence and what we mean 

when we refer to “robots.” 

• By the end of this session, students will have built an appreciation of the 

implications of each category.  

 

Session 2: Robots in Charge  

• This second session focuses on the most common use of robotics and artificial 

intelligence: the replacement of human labour and expertise. This class will 

explore challenges that arise when robots enter professional milieus: questions of 

liability (in case of accidents) and bias (against marginalized groups, including 

women, people of colour, people with disabilities).  



• Students will leave this class understanding ideas of legal risk and discrimination 

in the context of robotics implementation.   

 

Session 3: Robots in the Wild  

• This third session moves beyond “professional” robots and explores the regulation 

of robots that interact with the public, and individuals, in daily life. The regulation 

of delivery robots, care robots, and more, are our focus here. These robots pose 

concerns about trust & deception, privacy, and freedom of expression.   

• Students will leave this class having grasped the key legal issues considered when 

regulating robots that are integrated into daily human life.  

 

Session 4: The Future of Law & Robotics   

• This concluding part explores sources that will guide students in the continuing 

inquiry into law & robotics, including topics that we will not have time to cover in 

this module.  

 

PART IV: Evaluation 

 

Participation and “Robot Story” analysis: Active participation in all four sessions is 

expected and will be encouraged. Students should come to each session prepared and 

having completed the readings. Each student will be asked to find a news story or a 

fictional short story related to one of the module sessions. Students will lead short 

discussions based on the story and incorporate references to the session’s readings where 

appropriate. 

 

Short Written Assignment: Upon completion of the module, students will submit a 500-

word assignment on either 1) the story they chose and the themes identified in the 

discussion, or 2) another topic they found interesting in the module. The write-up must, 

at a minimum, incorporate ideas from one or two module readings/sources. Deadline for 

submission of the assignment is: Friday, Feb. 4, 2022 (by midnight).  
 


